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Evening- Lecture in St. 
Thomas's, Southwark. 


To all that Encourage the 


Gentlemen! 
HE Publick Thanks which other 
Societies, of the like Nature with 
yours, have received from thoſe they have © 
| choſen to Preach to them, may put Io 
"2 | very 8 


iy The Dedication. 


very juſtly upon looking for the ſame Ac- 
knowledgments : Nor would I in any 
Reſpect prove my ſelf leſs grateful than 
others, when ] have the fame Reaſon, 
and a fit Opportunity, to ſbow my Senſe 
f the Favours conferred upon me. 

JH E Obligations I laid my ſelf un- 
der, upon this Conſideration, to give 
you a Sermon in Print {ome time or other 
before left you, were ſuch as allowed me no 
Liberty to diſpute th: Publiſhing of the 
following Diſcourſe at jour firſt Defiring | 
it : Tho, indeed, when I excuſed my ſelf 
from complying mith former Requeſts of 
this kind, by promiſing once and again, 
that I would take ſome more proper Sea- 
ſon for Gratifying you, I little thought I 
ſhould fo ſoon have been forced to make 
good my Word. However, if the Warn- 
ing aud Advice. I here give you, be 
weigh'd azd obſerved as it ought to be, 
P ſhall have no Reaſon to Repent of havins 
Expos'd it to common View. 1 
. T HE Subject I have choſen is of that 
Lnportance, that had I been to leave the © 
World, when I left you, and could have 
_ breathed out wy Soul iz an Admonition, 
it ſhould have been the very lame with 
that in ny Text. 1 [hall make no Apolo- 
5 5 8 | _ gies 
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gies for treating you with ſo much Plain- 
neſs and Freedom; the Occaſion will 
ſufficiently bear me out in that. As I 
have endeavour'd to render this Diſcourſe 
generally uſeful, and what may be of con- 
= tinual Service % 90%; ſo T hope you will 
= not peruſe it as a Sermon, that in a Week 
or two youll throw by, and reckon out of 
= Date; but keep it, and Read it as your 
= conſtant Monitor. 333 
= My Heart's Deſire and Prayer to God 
for you is, that you may be ſaved : and 
J moſt heartily wiſh you Succeſs in what 
you do for the Salvation of others alſo. 
Grudge not your Contributions on ſuch 
an Account: But be ſincere and hearty 
in aiming at the promoting God's Glory; 
and fear not but He will promote your 
Intereſt : you ſhall be rewarded in part at 
preſent, and 1n full when you come to 4 
better World. The Devil has Multitudes 
= ating for him, and carrying on his De- 
ſigns of ruining, and deſtroying Souls, 
who flick at no Expence, are afraid of 
no Difficulties zz ſerving their Luſts, 
and drawing others into the ſame Con- 
demnation with themſelves: Let this a- 
nimate and excite your Induſtry and Con- 
cern to enlarge the Kingdom of Jeſus 
%% ((d *3 
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Chriſt, aud to ſave Men from Hell, and 


Mikey,” 0 mn $5- 7 
» SEEING there are ſo many Clubs 
and Companies of profane, debauch'd 
Young Men, that bind themſelves toge- 

ther to do wickedly ; learn even from 
them to be united in Love and Affection 


to one another, whilſt you are doing and 


encouraging that which i Good : 
------Fas eſt & ab hoſte doceri. 


BUT let not your Evening -Sacrifice 
make you neglect the more neceſſary, and 
ſtated Appointments of the Day; nor 
be ſubſtituted in the Room of Family and 
_ Cloſet Devotion. *Tis better, indeed 2 
thouſand times better, you ſhould be in a 


Place of Publick Worſhip, than Idlin 


away your time in the Fields and needlels | 
Viſits ; or more ſcandalouſly profaning it 


in Taverns and Public-houſes : But don't 


think that this will excuſe you from pri- 


vate and ſecret Duties. Tou muſt, if 
ever you expect to profit by what you hear, 
retire to Meditate «pox it, and beg for 


a Bleſſing from above : which, if your 


Circumſtances will not allow you to do, and 
to attend upon the Evening - Lecture alſo, 
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| better you mere at home, than at this Ex- 
erciſe. Bat whatever ſome haue ſaid, 


hint to guard againſt the common, and 
moſt ſubftantial ObjeQion that has been 
urged to diſccuntenance your Deſign in Ge- 
TI rejoice to hear of your unexpected A- 
greement in the Choice you have made; 
and cannot but look upon it as 4 Token 
For Good. I mould particularly here Ad- 
= wiſe to a conſtant, and ſerious Attendance 
on your Monthly Meeting for Prayer. 
Tou have Found it ver) comfort able and 
ſucceſsful heretofore, and you have abun- 


the beft Work, and aiming at the higheſt 
Ends; ſo you muſt not only look to your 
ſelves, but look' to one another, that 
= rherebenoprofligate wicked Perſon among ſt 
= Jou: yea, look diligently leaſt any Man 
= tail of the Grace of God, Heb. xii. 15. 
I know you will expect I ſhould now 
bo” conclude, as it is fit I ſhould, by turn- 
ing this Addreſs to you, into 4 Pray- 
er for you: And this, with the A. 
p Ale, 1 Pray, That Vvour Love 

8 may 
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God forbid that T ſhoula. ſay any thing ta 
weaken your Hands; 1 only give you this 


dant Reaſon to hope it will ſtill be ſo. Nom 


= as you are a Religious Society, engag d in 
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ME POET, 


8 


may abound yet more and more in 
Knowledge, and in all Judgment; That 
e may approve things that are excel- 
ent; That ye may be ſincere, and 


without Offence, till the Day of Chriſt; 


being filled with the Fruits of Righ- 
teouſneſs, which are by Jeſus Chriſt, 
unto the Glory, and Praiſe of God,. 


55 Phil, i. 9, 10, 11. And ſo nothing more A 
| remains, but to ſubſcribe my ſelf, 8 33 : 


1 Auſtin- Fryars, ; 


Sept. 9. 1708. 


Gentlemen, 


Tour Obliged, Hearty 
F. 7 iend and Servant, : 


8 


8 Warenr. 


Farewell-Ser mons 

4 PT _. 
| Evening-Lecture, &c. 
II Epiſtle of ohn, 8th Verſe. 


Look to your ſelves, that we boſe 
mot thoſe things which we have 
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= rmronght, but that we receive 4 
N A full Reward, 
© ITT has been with a great deal of 
. = Pleaſure I have for ſome time ſta- 
tedly preach'd in this Place: and 
it any thing may be conjectured 
from the Face of an Auditory, I have 
| abundant Reaſon to conclude you have 
with ſome Satisfaction given your At- 
tendance here alſo: The Conſideration 
Wot which will, I hope, excuſe any Diſ- 
1 B der 
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order or Uneaſineſs I may diſcover at 
preſent in bidding you Farewell. : 


"— 


I have many a time thought with 


Wonder and 'Thankfulneſs, upon the 


Providence that caſt me amongſt you; 
and would now cloſe this very comfort a- 
ble Part of my Work and my Life ; 
EIRST, In humbleſt Acknowledg- 


ments, and Adoration of that God, 
whoſe Grace alone has made my En- 


deavours, inany degree, acceptable and 
uſeful to you; intirely aſcribing to him 


the Glory of every, even the leaſt, In- 
| ſtance of Succeſs: And NEXT, In 
Addreſſing my ſelf more eſpecially to 


thoſe, that I have been any way Inſtru- 


mental to promote the Seriouſneſs of: 
This I know not how to do more aptly 
than by enlarging on this Subject; 
Look to your ſelves, that we loſe not thoſe | 


things which we have wrought, 
I ſhall not here trouble you with a 
critical Enquiry into what has been 


ſaid concerning the Author of this Epi- 
ſtle; it being generally aſcribed, and 
that with ſufficient Proof and Evidence | 


* 
* 
þ wk - . s - | 


to the Apoſtle John * Nor ſhall 1 pre- TY 


* See Dr, Hammond, and after bim Dr, Whitby. 
tend 
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tend to determine whether it was di- 
W re&cd to ſome one ſingularly Pious, and 
noted Perſon, with her Family *; or 
to ſome eminent Church and Society of 
Chriſtians +; but ſhall rather conſider 
it as written for our ſakes : and ſo it is 
an Exhortation to Perſeverance in Chri- 
ſtian Faith || and Charity I, in oppoſiti- 
on to all the Deceivers and Deceits that 
= we may at any time meet with in our 
W Profeſſion. Thus our Text ſpeaks the 
Sam and Subſtance of the whole Epi- 
= /ile ; and contains that general Admoni- 
tion, which the preceding and follow- 
ing Verſes more particularly apply and 
urge againſt the Errors and Deceivers 
== of that 7ime in which it was at firſt writ. 
= Look to your ' ſelves that we loſe not, &c. 
Zome Copies read the Words as they are 
rendered in the Margin, Look to your 


ſelves that ye þ loſe not the things which ye 


-» 1 * tt. —— SE, 
TT. 95 


: 1 

Vid. Diod. & Poli Synopſ. + See Dr. Whitby, who 
mates xbela to fignify the Lady and Mother of all other 
ad © C burches; which was the Church of Jeruſalem : Here e- 

minenih called £xa:x]n, the Elect, as other Churches are 
tiled owixazrtal, or elected togetber with ber, i Pet. v. 
3. | Ver. 9, 10. ||| Ver. 4, 5. 4 *Amonionre & 
3 | * \ \ | / "Ws 
a, ANG Micro FANNY ATAAENTE Steph. 
; Alex. Colb. 7. vulg. Syr. Ethiop. Iſidor. Occum, &c. 
vide Milli Græc. Ieſtamentum. e 
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have gained, but that ye receive a full Re- 
ward. e 
. Theſe different Readings we need 
not diſturb our ſelves with, or ſtay u 
on, becauſe what I ſhall offer from the 
former Part of the Verſe may be ad- 
vanced upon either of them; and the 
Argument in the latter Part of the 
Verſe may be very well improved by 
keeping both in view. The Method 
in which I propoſe to proceed on this 
+ Subject will be, | - 
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I. To conſider the Danger we are in 
of loſing thoſe things which have 
been wrought in us. f 

II. To ſhow in what Reſpects we 
ought to look to our ſelves, that 
we may not be ſuch Loſers. 6 

III. To lay before you thoſe Argu- 

ments our Text ſuggeſts to engage 
and excite to this Care, and look - 

3 5 ing to our ſelves. + : LY 
IV. Conclude with ſome ſuitable Ap- Rt 

plication. : 


I. WE are in very great and p- 
= Es parent Danger of loſing thoſe things 
1 ; which have been wrought in us, Of lo- 
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ſing our warmeſt Convictions; of fal- 
ling off from our preſent good Purpoſes 
1 and Intentions; of rebating and grow- 
ing cold in our Zeal for God, and the 
promoting his Glory; of languiſhing in 
our Hope and Deſire of Heaven; yea, 
in ſhort, after all that we may have at- 
tained to, there is need of our utmoſt 
Care, leeſt there ſhould be in any of us 
gan evil Heart of Tnbelief, in departing 
Vom the living God x. For why ſhould 
this Warning be given us, 70 loo, to our 
loves, if there was not danger of our 
drawing back from what we have al- 
ready gained? Wherefore ſhould the 
Apoſile Paul, with ſo much Earneſtneis 
in all his Epiſtles, caution againſt De- 
lenſions and Apoſtacy T? To what 
KEÞurpole do's St. Peter call upon us to be 
edfaſt in the Faith || ; and again, to be- 
ware leaſt being led away by the Error of 
e Wicked, we ſhould fall from our amn 
tedfaſtneſs ? Or what means the Apo- 
le James, when he ſays, Be patient, 
abliſb your Hearts y? Or what ſignifies 


8 
3 bt * 
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end 
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. * Heb, iii. 12. + 1 Cor. xv. 58. Gal. iii. 1. Phil. 
27. Coloſſ. ii. 6, 7, 8. with many other Places. || 1 Pet. 
4 . 2s kj 2 Pet ili. 17. * V. 8. 8 
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that no Man having put his Hand to the 
| Plough, and looking back, is fit for the 

Kingdom of God ; if we be not in dan- i 

er of loſing what we have gained? 
| Bur that you may ſee what Reaſon the 
firſt Publiſhers of Chriſtianity had, and 
all the faithful Preachers of the Goſpel 
ſtill have, to inſiſt upon ſuch Cautions i 
and Warnings as theſe; We may con- 
fider our Danger as it may be argued 


„ „ 


St. Jade's admoniſhing us to keep our 


ſelves in the Love of God * ? Or finally, 


What can our Saviour himſelf intend b 


from the following Particulars. 


g. 1. FROM our own Izbred Cor. 
ruptions, and the Deceitfulneſs of our 
Hearts, There is Folly and Sin enough 
remaining in the wiſeſt and beſt of Men 
to pervert and deſtroy them. It was 
no leſs a Perſon than the Man after 
God's own Heart, that complained of hl 
being ſo fooliſh and ignorant, he was as FT. 
Beat before God ſ There is {till a great 
deal of the Brute, ſays one upon that 
Text , in him that has attained to be 
more than Man. The Saints themſelveſ 
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have ſometimes been remarkable for 
the moſt ſurprizing Slips and Miſcarri- 
ages; ſuch as, if they had not been fol- 

lowed with after bitter Repentance, 
Would have ended in their Ruin and 
Deſtruction. Of the Truth of this Da. 
vid and Peter are known Inſtances: And 


if ſuch Perſons were ſo endangered by 


remaining Corruptions, how much more 


muſt We? whoſe Graces are weaker 
whoſe Corruptions are ſtronger ; whoſe 
Experiences are fewer, and leſs con- 
firmed; and whocan never expect thoſe 
Advantages in our Recovery, and Re- 
turn to God, which they in abundant 
Mercy had granted to them. After a 
corrupt Inclination has been quiet and 
ſtill a conſiderable time, ſo that you 
may think it is quite deſtroyed ; by 


= ſome freſh Temptation or unthought of 


Provocation, it may be revived and ex- 
cited with that Violence as to prevail 
over you again. 
YEA ſuch is the Deceitfulneſs of 
the Heart, that he muſt be very igno- 
rant of himſelf, who dare confide in it; 
or truſt his preſent Intentions and Pur- 
poles, tho ſeemingly never ſo ſincere 
and upright, The Heart is deceitful a- 
£5 „ 
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bove all things, and deſperately wicked *. 


We find it deceive us in its Boaſts of 
Power and Strength; pretending to be a 
Match for the greateſt Labours, yet 
ſinking under ſome of the ſmalleſt 'Tri- 


als T. ?Tis deceitful in its Pretenſions 


to Wiſdom and Knowledge; puffing us 


up with a Conceit of our being ſuffict- 
ently acquainted with the moſt obſcure 
and difficult Parts of Religion; yet are 


often baffled and non- pluſt in common 
Caſes. It is deceitful in its Promiſes 
and Reſolution;; now intending one 


thing, and in a little time betraying us 
into the direct contrary; to day aiming 


at this, and to morrow purſuing a quite 
different End and Deſign ||. If therefore 
at preſent we {hould ſeem to be firmly 


honeſt, and ſettled in our I houghts and 


Vows, yet our Hearts may prove falſe 


ts a — 2 2 —. Fe r — IIs — 8 
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* Ter. xvii. 9. Propono me fortiter acturum ſed 
cum modica Tentatio venerit magna mihi anguftia fit, 
&c. Thom. a Kemp. de Imit. Chriſt, lib. 3. cap. 20. 
EFili noli credere affectui tuo: qui nunc eſt, cito mu- 
abitur in aliud. Quamdiu vixeris mutabilicati ſubꝭeæctus 
tes etiam nolens; ut modo lætus, modo triſtis; modo pa- 
catus, modo turbatus; nunc devotus, nunc indevotus; 
runc ſtudioſus, nunc acedioſus; nunc gravis, nunc 16+ 
915 inveniacis, Ibid. hb. 3. cap. 32. e 
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to all; and ſo we may loſe the things 
which are wrought in us ||]. But, 

S. 2. OUR Danger is further appa- 
rent from the many Temptations without 
us, Which with reſtleſs Importunity 
urge and provoke our inward Corrup- 
tions. The World in which we live, 
the Concerns we are called to manage, 
the Perſons with whom we converſe, 
are all, in one reſpect or other, Temp- 
tations to us. Here a courting Scene 
of Pleaſures, there a glittering Appear- 
ance of worldly Pomp and Gayety : 

Now a Proſpect of Gain and Profit; 
then the flattering Hopes of Preferment 
and Honour, by turns enſnare and cap- 
tivate the Mind. While we ſtand gazing 
upon, and parlying over theſe things, 
they ſecretly and undiſcernedly wind 
themſelves into our Hearts: They are 
fo ſuitable to our natural Affections and 
Inclinations, as frequently to gain upon 

us before we are aware. 

ADD to theſe the Subrilty, Strength 
and Vigilance of our Adverſary the De- 
vil, by whom they are all made uſe of 
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I This made 4 famons Saint with great Earnefineſs pray, 
Cuſtodi, libera me a meipſo, Deus. 
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Ruin. Sometimes he prevails by Force; 


by the Strength and Suddenneſs of his 


Sollicitations: 1 he ſucceeds by 
Fraud, moſt cunningly contriving ta en- 
ſnare us, by ſuch means as carry us on 

without any Apprehenſions of our Dan- 
ger. And he is ever watchful to ſtrike 
in with every Opportunity and Occaſi- 


on that our Circumſtances give him for 
the exerting either of his Poliq or his 


SOMETIMES he will dreſs upa 
Sin in ſo recommending a manner, and 
give ſuch eaſy Names to the vileſt Offen- 
ces, as takes off the Frightfulneſs of a 
Temptation; and by the Appearance of 


Goodneſs obtains our Favour. At other 


times he draws us into Evil by ſome 
plauſible Cover and Excuſe for our tranſ- 


greſſing; teaching us to give ſome fair 


1arn to an evil Action, whereby we may 
ward off the Accuſations of Conſcience, 
and the Cenſures of others. Thus Da- 
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* Ilonudd is et, 9 T0AUTegmar as Ts Atabons ome 
votes; dNAGW LANDS UFEY ET Fe95 dereg dv iS emp pe- 
TEE, ce E Ke Xgurul THUS Idiots SeAEdF ads 
Baſil, apud Suicer, Thel. Ecclel, p. 852. . 
| vid 


> rien muon 


A Farewell-Sermon, 11 


tha Pry 


vid thought to ſecure himſelf from the 
Charge of Murder, by cauſing Uriah 
to be ſlain in the Battel T. Again, the 
Devil knows how to improve all Ad- 
vantages that may ariſe from Difference 
of Times or Places; and fo to make that 
appear tolerable at one Time and in one 
Place, which we ſhould condemn. as 
wicked and abomizable in another; I 
mean in things abſolutely unlawful. He 
knows alſo how to advance upon the 
| Meaſures and Degrees of Sinning, ſo as 
to make that which in a high Degree we 
reckon horrid Impiety, in leſſer Meaſures 
ſeem very allowable, He many times 
ſeduces by pleading the general Uſe and 
_ Cuſtom of the World; yea, by ſetting 
before us the Slips and Failings of Righ- 
teous Perſons themſelves, And after all, 
by a little Regret and Uneaſineſs, which 
we cannot help, juſt after the Commiſh- 
on of a Crime, would encourage us to 
think all is well, and that our Iniqui- 
ties are pardoned ; By ſuch things as 
theſe Perſons are drawn more and more 
into a Familiarity with Sin, till the 
become more and more Inſenſible of the 
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Evil and the Danger of it; and fo by 
Degrees loſe and fall off from what they 
S. 3. THE Inſtances of thoſe that 
have ſeemingly had a great deal of Good 
in them, who yet have /o#+ all at laſt, do 
ſadly prove, that it may be ſo with us. 
How many have we known, and heard 
of, that for a while have ſet their Faces 
as if they deſigned for Heaven, who 
yet afterwards e ſhamefully turned 
their Backs upon the Ways of God? 
Some, while they have been under ex- 
ternal Reſtraints, that they could not 
eafily break through, have ſeemed ve- 
ry orderly and hopeful ; when alas! no 
fooner are thoſe things that awed their 
Minds out of the way, but they ine 
dulge to all manner of Extravagancies : 
Such was the Caſe of Joaſh, who all the 
Days of Jehoiada the Prieſt offered conti- 
nual Burnt-Offerings in the Temple of 
God; and did that which was right in 
the Sight of the Lord; yet as ſoon as 
Jehoiada's Eyes were cloſed, and his 
Head laid in the Duſt, that he could no 
longer ſee or obſerve what was done; 
the young King left the Houſe of the Lord 
Cod of his Fathers, and ſerved Groves and 
5 Idols. 
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Idols x. So the Eye of a godly Parent, 
or the Preaching of an affectionate ſe- 
rious Miniſter, may for a time have a 
mighty Influence upon the Carriage 
and Behaviour of ſome, who immedi- 
ately upon the Removal of theſe grow 
very looſe and irreligious. 

AGAIN, have we not frequently 
met with thoſe that at their firſt ſetting 
out in the Affairs of this World, have 
ſet out very promiſingly for another 
World too? That yet through a Hurry 
of Buſineſs, and an over-Sollicitouſneſs 
for the preſent Life, have drowned the 
Voice of their Conſciences, choaked the 
good Seed that has been ſown in their 
Hearts, and have grown perfectly neg- 
lectful of the one thing needful. Nay, 
the very Bleſſings of Providence, and a 
Tide of Plenty and Proſperity, has car- 
ried away ſome to make Shipwrack of 
Faith and of a good Conſcience, 

ON the other hand, are there not 
thoſe who as long as their [tereſt and 
Profit may be promoted, by taking up 
a Formof Godlineſs, ſeem very forward 
and zealous Profeſſors? When on a ſud- 
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den a being cheated or wrong'd by the 
Unfaithfulneſs of one that made the 
like Pretenſions with themſelves, ſhall 
unhinge their Thoughts, and put em 
ite out of Conceit with Religion: 1 
ay, the lite Pretenſions with themſelves, 
becauſe by their Apoſtatizing with 
them that do ſo, and on their Account, 
they declare to the World that their 
Profeſſion is no better than that of the 
' Perſons they condemn, and cry out a- 
gainſt. Lea, let them but change the 
K not of their Acquaintance, and thoſe 
that were ſober and ſerious, while a- 
mongſt the Good, will in a little time 
become vain and vicious, when caſt a- 
mongſt thoſe that are ſo, 1 
TO conclude this Head, Have there 
not been many Eminent and remarka- 
ble for a glaring ſhow of Goodneſs, 
that have eat and drunk in Chriſt's Pre- 
ſence, and done many wonderful Works in 
his Name ; who yet like Judas have at 
laſt ſold their Saviour, and their Hea- 
ven for a fe Peices of Silver +, and for 
mere Trifles? I need but appeal to your 
own Obſervation and Knowledge for 
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Inſtances of the Truth of all theſe: 
Would to God they were not fo eaſily 
and frequently to be met with as they 
are at this day! Now that there have 
been any ſuch ſhows our Danger; that 
there have been, and are 10 many, ſpeaks 
it nee i 
d. 4. THE Decay of Sertouſneſs and 
ſtrict Piety, even amongſt thoſe that 
keep up an outward Profeſſion of Religi- 
on, may further influence to a forſaking 
of God, and loſing the things that are 
wrought in us. When you come to 
converſe with thoſe that are reputed 
Righteous Perſons, who you expect 
ſhould aſſiſt your pious Inclinations, 
and cheriſh your Love to God, his Or- 
dinances, and his Service ; and find in- 
ſtead of this, a Coldneſs and Unaffect- 
edneſs that ſtrikes a Damp upon your 
Spirits, and leaves you under a Diſap- 
pointment : When you {hall fee ſuch as 
_ ought to be Examples of Piety and Ho- 
lineſs, remiſs and careleſs in their Beha- 
viour, looſe and unguarded in their 
Converſation, and in ſhort acting eve- 
ry way below their Character; you 
will find your felves very much ſhock'd 
and endangered, unleſs you are pros: 
= 5 re 
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red to meet with theſe before- hand. If 


I may be allowed to ſpeak plainly, from 


hence ariſes the greateſt Danger of the 


Generality of thoſe who are Beginners 
in Religion: The Imprudent, and to 


mf the beſt; Inconvenient Liberties 
Wes 


ch many Profeſſors allow themſelves 


frequently 1n, I am fatisfied, have been 


no ſmall Diſadvantage to ſome that 


have been their Companions and Ob- 
ſervers. From hence it is, that ma- 
ny have taken Encouragement after 
a ſeeming Reformation, to return to 
their evil Ways with greater Eagerneſs 
than ever; and then looking upon all 


Religion as meer Pretence and Hy- 


pocriſy, fall beyond the Hope of Re- 
covery. In ſhort, the Ill Lives of thoſe 


that pretend to be Chriſtians, and are 
not; and the Weakneſſes and Miſcar- 


riages of others that are Chriſtians in- 
deed ; both the Devil, and our own 


corrupt Hearts, are ever ready to. 


make the worſt uſe of. So that it we 
have not Wiſdom enough to make a 
right Interpretation of thoſe Liberties 


that are lawful; or not Steddineſs e- 


nough, when we ſee others run into 
things that are unlawful, to * 
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that we will not be led away by them, 
let their Character be what it will; we 
ſhall not long be able to maintain our 
ſtanding, and our pious Intentions. 

NOW laying all theſe things toge- 
ther, you cannot ſure but be very ſenſi- 
ble of the need of ſuch an Admonition 
as this, Look to your ſelves, that ye loſe 
not the things which ye have gained; or, 
that we loſe not thoſe things which we have 
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| wrought. And that I may contribute as 


far as Tam able to your Safety, and fur- 
ther Improvement, I ſhall next ſhow, 


IL IN what Reſpects we ought to 


| look to our ſelves, that we may not be 
ſuch Loſers. This I ſhall enlarge on 


here, only by mentioning thoſe things 
that are needful to give you the full 


Import and Intent of this Admonition; 


* deligning ſome more particular Dire- 
ctions for the Cloſe of this Diſcourſe. 
d. 1. WE are to get well acquainted 


with, and firmly ſerrled in the Belief of 


— 
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the common and neceſſary Truths of Reli. 
gion: namely, the Being and Perfecti- 
ons of God : 'The Creation of Man in 
an upright and innocent State: The 
manner of his Apoſtacy ; and the Mi. 
ſeries we are thereby expoſed to: The 
wonderful Contrivance of our Recove- 
ry by the Obedience and Sufferings of 
Jeſus Chriſt: The Operation and Influ- 
ences of the Holy Ghoſt in our Conver. 
ſion and Sanctification; together with 
thoſe things that are required of us, as 
the indiſpenſable Terms of our Accep- 
tance and Peace with God: Stedtaſtly 
maintaining the Belief of the Reſurre- 
ction from the Dead; the Certainty of a 
Future Judgment ; and of Eternal Re- 
Wards and Puniſhments following there- 
upon. This, in ſhort, is the Sum of 
Chriſtianity; and theſe are the Truths 
we ought to ſtudy, and ſeek after an 
Acquaintance witn. 
IS too common for Perſons to 
take Religion upon Truſt; and to pro- 
feſs themſelves Chriſtians, becauſe thoſe 
about 'em, or their Parents before them, 
made ſuch a Profeſſion. Theſe Men 
not being ſufficiently informed in the 
Nature and Reaſons of what they pre. 
| tel 
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— 


tend to believe, no other can be expect- 
ed but that they ſhould eaſily give up 


their Pretenſions; as ſoon as by theſe 
they are expoſed to any Danger, put 
upon any Difficulty, or hindered and 


kept back from any preſent Intereſt and 
Preferment that lies in view, Nay, let 


em but converſe freely with thoſe who 


are able to ſay ſomerhing againſt the 


Principles they have been bred up in a 
| Reverence for, and they preſently a- 
ſcribe all to the Prejudice of Education, 


becauſe they cannot defend themſelves, 
and ſo reſign their Cauſe to every weak 


Adverſary. It would ſurprize one to 


hear the unaccountably wild and fooliſh 
Rattle of ſome that ſet themſelves to 
run down Revelation ; and to make a 
Scoff at thoſe things that are molt ſure- 
ly believed amongſt us; and yet we find 
they meet with a Company of ſuch as 
are ready to admire every thing they 
ſay. What can this be aſcribed to in 
many, but groſs Ignorance, accompa- 
ny'd with ſtrong Inclinations to be vici- 


ous and wicked ? 


LOOK to your ſelves, that through 
your Unskilfulneſs in the Fundamentals 
of Religion, you be not betrayed into 

2 thoſe 


* 


1 


2 


no 4« Farewell. Sermon. 


thoſe Errors that ſhall carry you off from 


your prefent Convictions and Reſolves. 
Set your ſelves in good earneſt to ſtudy 
the Doctrine and Commands of the Go- 


ſpel; and to get ſo fatisfy'd in the Rea - 


fonableneſs of Chriſtianity, as that you 
may always be ready to give an Anſwer to 
every Man that asketh you a Reaſon of the 
Hope that is in you with Meekneſs and 
Fear *. "Thoſe that take up a Profeſſion 


without being able to aſſign a good Rea- 


fon for their doing fo, will be as eaſily 
drawn off from their Profeſſion, without 
being able to give a good Reaſon for 
that alſo. *Tis Ignorance, God knows, 
 ?ris Ignorance that ruins "Thouſands in 
our Day, in the midſt of all their Pre- 
tenſions to Wit and Knowledge. 

d. 2. T HIS Injunction to look to our 
ſelves, may further imply, and import, 
that we ſhould keep up a conſtant Senſe 
of our om Frailty and Weakneſs ; and a 
jealous Fear of our ſelves, leaſt we ſhould 
depart from God, The leſs we are af. 
fected with the Apprehenſion of our Dan- 
ger, the greater it really zs ; for in this 
Senſe it may eſpecially be ſaid, Our Dan- 
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ger ceaſes to be ſmall or little, when once 
we begin to think it ſo: And I may ſafe- 
ly add, that more have been loſt by 
flight and contemning Thoughts of their 
Danger, than have been overcome by 
its real Greatneſs, 

A Preſuming Hope of Heaven, and 
Eternal Felicity, that deadens and dulls 
our Endeavours, and Induſtry in ſtri- 
ving againſt Sin and Temptation; and 

that encourages a ſlothful Security, is 
one of the moſt dangerous Symptoms of 
a growing Apoſtacy. When we begin 
to think we have done enough, and 
that our preſent Attainments are ſuffi- 
cient to Salvation, we {hall ſoon loſe 
our Ground, and very ſenſibly decline 
from what we have arrived at. When 
once we reckon our ſelves more holy 
than others, and ina Boaſt of our Righ- 
teouſneſs think we have nothing to do, 
but to thank God that we are not as 
ſuch, and ſuch vile Offenders *; this 
highly provokes the Bleſſed Spirit, and 
makes him withdraw from us: For God 
reſiſteth the Proud, but giveth Grace to the 
Humble T. When therefore we find 
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that our Hopes and Triumphs are 
greater than our Conqueſts; that we 
grow in Confidence faſter than in Wi, 
dom; and our Conſolations abound 
more than our Graces, *tis by all 
means adviſeable timely to check our 
ſelves, leaſt by riſing too high in our 
own Conceit, we make way for a low- 
er Fall. „ 
ILE Tus alſo take heed that we be not 
deceived by miſtaken Notions, con- 
cerning Sinus of Infirmity: Looking up- 
on thoſe things as the Spots of God's 
Children, which are indeed the Marks 
of his Enemies. If once you are taught 
to call willtul Sins, Weakneſſes; and 
Tranſgreſſions that you indulge your 
ſelves in,. unavoidable Infirmities ; you 
will find Corruption upon ſuch Encou- 
ragement prevailing more and more, 
whilſt your Love to God and his Ways 
will languiſh and decay. Don't then 
think any Sz allowable, tho never fo 
ſmall , nor any Grace already attained, 
{ufficient, tho never ſo great: Don't 
imagine your ſelves ſecure, and out of 
Danger, while you are in this State of 
Warfare; but rather, Let us fear leaſt 4 
Promiſe being left us of entring into 3 


Lanes. T', dane 


— _ — — 
A Farewell. Sermon. 123 


nal Reh, am of us ſhould ſeem to come 
ſbort of it ||. 

d.z, LOOKING toour ſelves im. 
ports, that we ſhould attend with great 
Seriouſneſs, and Care to the appointed 
Means of our Standing, and Propreſs, 
Such as Reading, Meditation, and Pray- 
er; hearing the Word of God preach- 
ed, and frequently partaking of the 
Lord's Supper. „ 

WE _—_ diligently read and ftudy 
| the holy Scriptures, theſe will make us 
wiſe to Salvation ; and the more we 
are converſant with them, the better 
ſhall we be able to reſiſt the Devil, to 
overcome the World, to ſubdue the 
Fleſh ; and ſo to ftand againſt, and con- 
quer all our ſpiritual Adverſaries. It 
was by Scripture, that Chriſt himſelf 
defeated, and repulſed the Devil in all 
his Afaults +: And as this expoſes 
the Wiles of the old Serpent, wiſely 
teaching us to eſcape his Snares; ſo it 
alſo encourages againft the Terrours of 
the Roaring Lig and aſſures us, that 
ſhortly, we (hall tread Satan under our 
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Feet |. Again, by reading our Bibles, 
we ſhall learn to conquer the World, 


as we have there propoſed the moſt 7!- 


luſtrious Examples of thoſe that have done 


ſo ; as we have there ſet before us in the 
cleareſt Light the Vanity, and Vexation 
of all earthly Things ; and as we have 
there the Diſcovery of Things finitely 
better, and more valuable to ſet our 


Hearts upon. Once more by acquatn- 


ting our ſelves with'Scripture, we ſhall 


be enabled ro mortify the Luſts of the 


Fleſh : As this urges the ſtrongeſt Argu- 
ments againſt Sin; laying down thoſe 


Rules, and Directions alſo which are 


moſt plain to be underſtood, moſt reaſon- 


able to be obſerved, and molt apt to 
deſtroy Corruption in us. Wheremwith 


ſhall a young Maz cleanſe his way? By taking 
heed thereto according to thy Word &. Thus 
the Knowledge £ the ſacred Writings 
will enable us to withſtand in the evil 
Day, and at laſt to triumph over all our 


Souls Enemies: It is to the negle& of 


Reading, and Searching theſe Records, 
that we muſt aſcribe the Degeneracy, 
and Apoſtacy of Multitudes in our Day. 


Rem. xvi. 20. * Pfal, cxix. 9. 


But 
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But it is not enough to read, except you 
Meditate & alſo in the Law of God; dai- 
| ly comparing your Lives and Actions 
+ with what you. find enjoyned, and re- 
commended there. „„ 
TO this you muſt add conſtant and 
fervent Prayer +: For in vain do you 
hope to preſerve or improve the things 
which you have gained, if you do not 
continually look up to God for Eftabliſh- 
ing, Aſſiſting Grace: When once you 
grow cold, and negligent in your De- 
votions, you'll ſoon grow careleſs in 
your Behaviour. Further, take heed 
that you do not forſake the Aſſembling 
of your ſelves together, as the manner 0 
| ſome is || But in ſe aſon, and out of ſeaſon I, 
| as you have Opportunity, attend to the 
Preaching of the Goſpel: Deſire the ſin- 
cere Milk of the Word, that ye may grow 
thereby. This will be a means to con- 
vict of Sin, that otherwiſe you might 
unwarily go on in: To inform of Duty, 
that without this you might live in the 
Neglect of: To adminiſter that Conſo- 
lation and Peace, which you may other- 
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wiſe in vain ſeek after. This will rouſe 
and quicken when ſluggiſh and dull; 
will be your Remembrancer when 
thoughtleſs and forgetful; and, in a 
word, is appointed by God to build you 
up * in your moſt holy Faith. 
AFTER all the great and chief 
Inſtitution of the Goſpel for our Con- 
firmation, and Growth in Grace, is the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. This 
you can no more anſwer for living in 
the Neglect of, than you can for the O- 
miſſion of Praying, Reading, or any of 
the atore-mentioned Duties: Nor can 
you ever expect to be in ſo ſtrengthned, 
| Rediaſt, and ſettled a State, while you 
ſtand off from this, as you may promiſe 
your ſelves by a ſerious, frequent At- 
tendance upon it, to be brought into +. 
Let the Profane Part of the World ſay 
what they can in Contempt of ſuch Pre- 
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* Acts xx. 32. + Neceſſarium quidem mihi eſt, 
qui tam ſæpe laboro, & pecco; tam cito torpeſco, & 
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ac ſacram corporis tui perceptionem, me renovem, mun- 
dem, & accendam : ne forte diutius abſtinendo a ſanto 
propoſito defluam——Retrahit ſancta communio a malo, 
& confortat in bono, &c De Imit. Chcift, lib. 4. 


ſcrip tions, 


— — 


Farewell. Sermon. 7 


ſeriptions, tis undoubtedly proved from 
the Succeſs which a conſcientious Ob- 
ſervance thereof has been accompanied 
with, that there is a very great Aptneſs 
in all of them to promote true Piety 
and Godlineſs. Tis without Contra- 
diction to be remarked, that thoſe Who 
have moſt applied themſelves to theſe 
Inſtrumental Duties of Religion, have 
been the holieſt and beſt Chriſtians ; 
When on the contrary, thoſe who have 
_ neglected, or made light of them, have 
ſoon abandog'd all Virtue, and good 
Manners. I therefore repeat it, Look 
to jour ſelves, that you diligently attend 
to the Means appointed for your Eſta- 
bliſhment and Preſervation. 8 
d. 4. THIS Admonition implies, that 
ve ſhould carefully guard againſt all thoſe 
Errors and Deceivers that would draw us 
from our Faith and Obedience. The Apo- 
ſtle having ſpoke of many Deceivers that 
were entred into the World, immediately 
ſubjoins, Look to our ſelves, (i. e.) that 
you be not enſnared, and led away b 
uch *. St. John's cautioning again 
— — — — 


* BAA & Bae] ſunt G08) S phaſe, ſeu locu- 
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the ſpreading Hereſies and Impieties of 
his time, may very well be interpreted 
as a Warning againſt thoſe of every + 
Age: Let us therefore beware, leaſt we 
ſhould be ſeduced by the Errors that 
are now molt prevailing in the midſt of 
us. 
ARE there not many who openly 
talk againſt all Goodneſs and Sobriety ? 
Making a ſeſt of, and profaning the ſa- 


cdred Oracles? Denying the Lord that 


bought 'em, and trampling upon the Blood 
of the Covenant as an uuholy thing? Who 
think themſelves witty in our Day for 
afferting that which in David's time 
was reckoned the Mark of a Fool * ; The 
Fool hath ſaid in his Heart there is no God: 
We ought with Abhorrence to fly from 
the Converſation of ſuch. Are there 
not others again, who ſetting up for 
what they call zataral Religion, would 
ſink the Goſpel into a mere human Con- 
trivance ; and ſeem to have no higher 
a Veneration for it, than as it ſerves the 
Deſigns, and Ends of a Civil Govern- 

ment? Chriſtianity in the firſt Ages 

thereof was deſpiſed, and its Profeſſors 


n 
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every where ſpoken againſt, becauſe 


the Princes and Rulers of the World e- 


ſpouſed it not; and now its Divinity is 


called in queſtion, becauſe they do em- 
brace it: When it was perſecuted by 
Law, then it was reckon'd Imporent 
and Contemptible, and what could not 
be from God on that account: When it 


is eftabliſhed by Law, then its Power, 


Authority and Influence, muſt be ow- 
ing to that, and not to any thing ſuper- 


natural. This is ſuch ſtrange Perverſe- 


neſs, that ſure I need not ſtay to ex- 
poſe, or caution againſt it. 


BU T there are another kind of Per- 


ſons we ought to be more afraid of than 


theſe; and they are ſuch as have once 
made a Profeſſion of Religion: Have 


ſeen ſomething of the Promiſed Land, 
who yet through their Unbelief have 
left off to ſerve the Lord, and to ſeck 
his Kingdom; and ſo have brought up 
an evil Report concerning the Heavenly 
Canaan, and the Way that leads there- 


to*, Let not your Hearts or Hopes 


tail you by any thing that ſuch Perſons 
may ſay to deter you from the Ways of 


nd „ Lark. ad ts. wide. W 
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God, or to allure and draw you after 
themſelves into the ſame Apoſtacy, and 
Condemnation : But take heed that others 
Declenſions don't make you decline. 
BEFORE I paſs from this Head, let 
me caution you to beware of the licen- 
tious, Hypocritical Profeſſor, who while 
he makes 4 large Profeſſion, lives at large 
too; and allows himſelf in thoſe things 
that to accompany him in, will greatly 
_ expoſe, and endanger you. You know 
the Religion now in Faſhion is that 
which gives abundance of Liberty; and 
we hear our Forefathers, in one Com- 
pany after another, complained of, as 
impoſing unneceſſary Burdens : But let 
not you and I ever {how our ſelves 
pleaſed, or haſty to joyn in, with ſuch 
Talk as that ; leaſt by parting with thoſe 
things which were very well contrived 
to be a Defence to our Piety, we ſhould 
lay our ſelves open to further, and vo/- 
der Aſſaults. And remember this too; 
that when we get to Heaven, we ſhall 
not look back upon any thing we have 
done as needleſs; or ſo as to think we 
put our ſelves to over-much Expence 
and Trouble, in ſtriving tor that Glo- 
ry: But Thouſands will find gs 
| ifs 
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diſappointed, that now think they have 
done enough; and after all their Confi- 

dence in this World, will be aſham'd 
and confounded in the next. Theſe Hints, 
if underſtood as they are intended, may 
I hope be of ſome Service to preſerve 
and aſſiſt you in the Ways of God. 
That they may be ſo I ſhall next, 


III. LAY before you thoſe Argu- 
ments our Text ſuggeſts, to engage, 
and excite to this Care of, and /ooking to 
our ſelves. The different Reading of 
the Words, I ſhall now beg leave to 
take the Advantage of; as propoſing 
diſtinct Arguments to us, and theſe e- 
qually ſuitable, and proper to be inſiſt- 
ed on. „„ 

d. 1. IF you loſe what has been 
wrought in you, your Labour and ours 
hitherto will be in vain. 7 

ALL that YOU have done, and 
ſuffer'd in the Profeſſion of Religion 
heretofore,will be unavailable it you now | 
draw back : All your Struggles againſt 
Sin, your Prayers, your Jears, your 
molt laboured Services, and Performan- 
ces, your Mortifications, your Alms, 
yea your Faith in a crucified Jeſus, wall 

be 
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be of no Benefit to you, if you do not 


perſiſt in your Duty. The Prophet is 


very expreſs in this Matter when he tells 


us , that if the Righteous turneth away 
from his Righteouſneſs; and committeth 


Iniquit), and doth according to all the A. 
bominations of the Wicked ; all his Righ- 
teouſneſo that he hath done ſhall wot be men- 


tiowd : In his Treſpaſs that he hath treſ. 


paſſed, and in his Sin that he hath ſinned, 


in them ſhall he dye. And O what a 


Pity is it, that after a Man has gone 
through ſome Hardſhips and Diffi- 
culties in his aiming at Salvation, he 


ſhould ſtrive to no purpoſe, becauſe he 


did not ſtrive a little longer! That he 
ſhould loſe the Satisfaction and Comfort 


of all that's paſt, by giving out before 


he comes to the End of the Race! Nay 
further, you will not only have labour'd 
to no Advantage; but the Thoughts 
of what you had attained to will 
make your Miſery the greater, in co- 


ming ſhort of the Prize. The higher 


vou are now lift up towards Heaven 


in Privileges, in Hopes, in Attain- 
ments, the lower will you ſink into 


1 — 
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Hell upon your falling from thence. 
The more you have ſeen of Heaven, 
and knownof God, the more intolera- 
ble will a State of Baniſhment, and Ab- 
ſence be. For thoſe that had taken a 
View of the Land of Promiſe, and tafted 
the Fruits thereof, to be turned back a- 
gain to dye in the Wilderneſs, muſt 
certainly be more grevious than to have 
been cut off before they reached the 
Borders of that Country: So for thoſe 


that have had a Proſpect of the World 


above, whoſe Mountains ate Spices, 
' whoſe Rivers are Pleaſures, and in one 


Word, is all 4 Paradiſe ; (for ſuch I fay 
to be caſt into a Lake of Fire and Brim. 
ſtone, how extremely tormenting muſt. 


this be ? 


THIN K again; whilſt you are ſuch 


miſerable Loſers your ſelves, WE alſo 

that have wrought theſe things in you, 
ſhall in ſome Meaſure loſe our Labour 
too. All our earneſt Supplications , 
and Interceſſions with you, and on 
your Behalf, will not obtain any Favour, 
or Mercy for you: All our 1 
and Diſcourſes, which have coff us ma- 


ny a ſollicitous Thought to render uſe- 


ful, and ſerviceable to your Salvation ; 
and 
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and in the ſtudying of which we have 
ſpent a great deal of our Time, and 
Strength, will all be in vain as to you. 
Tho, bleſſed be God, we are aſſured 
they ſhall not be loſt as to our ſelves; 
for when the Prophet complained, I 
have laboured in vain, I have ſpent my 
Strength for nought, and in vain, yet He 
could add with a great deal of Aſſu- 
rance, Surely my Judgment is with the 
Lord, and my Work, or my Reward, 
with my God x. However, if ſuch as 
loſe what we have wrought in them 
could make our Endeavours wholly uſe- 
leſs, and ſucceſsleſs by their Declenſion, 
"tis evident we ſhould ſtudy, and pray, 
and toil for Nought. But, 
9. 2. IF you keep, and improve 
what you have gained, your Reward, 
and owrs will be full, and glorious. Tis 
ſaid to be a Full Reward, with reſpect 
to that imperfect one which we have 
at preſent. For ſomething of a Reward, 
both you and we have zom, if you ſtand 
faſt in the Lora f: YOU may have a 
great min outward Mercies, and Bleſ- 
tings beſtowed upon you; and you 
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ſhall enjoy an inward Tranquillity, and 
the Earneſts of future Happineſs, that 
are worth more than all rhe World: 
Whilt WE are filed with Joy for your 


| Sakes before God ||, thinking and ſpeak- 


ing of you continually, in our Addreſſes 
to the Throne of Grace, with great 

Thankfulneſs for the Succeſs of our 
Labours. But there is a Time coming. 


| when both they that Preach, and them 
| that Believe in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


ſhall have a more perfect, and com- 

pleat Reward. 5 
YOU ſhall receive a Fall Reward. 

Full in the Perfection of all your Graces; 


full to the compleating of all your Joys 


and Comforts ; full to the utmoſt Ex- 
tent of all your Wiſhes and Expect ations ; 
and full in the exaleſs Duration of it. 


| Here you have many Imperfections, 


and remaining Corruptions, that very 
much hinder you 1n the delightful Ex- 
erciſe, and Improvement of thoſe Gra- 
ces that are planted in your Hearts, 
but /ee that you loſe not the things that are 
wrought in you, and in a little while (to 
inſtance in one Grace) your Love will 
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be all Rapture: That which is now 
compared to the Smoaking Flax, will 
then be like the Seraphs Flames. Here 
you ſee but in part, and know but in part; 
your Comforts are mixed with many 
à troubleſome perplexing. Thought, 
but look to your ſelves, that you' loſe not 
what you have gained; and it will not be 
long e' er you (hall ſee as you are ſeen, 
nom as you are known , and without 
any Interruption, or Uneaſineſs, drink 
of thoſe pure unmingled Streams of 
Bliſs, that iſſue from the Throne of 
God, and of the Lamb. The Pleaſure 


you now have in Believing, and ex. 


pecting will then be full in the Fruition, 
and Enjching. Now you are afraid of 
being deprived of your Conſolations, 
but continue faithful unto Death, and 
your Reward will be full alſo in the 
everlaſting Continuance of your Felici- 
ty. See then that ye cheriſh, and im- 
prove what you have gained ; that what 
is now in Part, may come to Perfection; 
and what you now have in the Earzeſts, 
and Foretaſts, you may hereafter have 
in Full, or 
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T0 this let me now ſubjoin, that 
WE, Who have been Inſtrumental to 


bring you to that Happineſs, ſhall by 
your Salvation receive a more full, 
and glorious Reward too. St. Paul 
calls his Philippians his Joy, and his 


Crown +: And all thoſe who are with 
him, Inſtruments of converting Souls to 


God, will have greater Honour, and 


Glory reflected upon *em by ſuch, than 


by the Brighteſt Crown that ever A- 
dorned the Head of the Greateſt Mo- 
narch, From this will reſult, and flow 


an inexpreſſible Joy. So that if you 
would add to our Honour, and Felicity 


at the laſt Day ; if you are deſirous of 
our being Great in the Ringdom of Hea- 
ven ||, Look to jour ſelves, that we loſe not 
thoſe things which we have wrought ; but 
that we receive a full Reward, 


IV. TT now remains that I ſhould 
more particularly Apply my 


called from among#t you. And, 
FIRST, I would beg leave to di- 
greſs from my Text a while, that 1 
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may ſpeak ſomething to thoſe who have 
gained nothing by their Attendance here; 
in whom uo good thing has been wrought 
by all that has been ſaid from time to 
time, but they are ſtill dead in Treſpaſ- 
ſes, and Sins. „ 
MUST I leave you in ſuch a Con- 
dition as this? And can you think of 
our Meeting at the Day of Judgment 
in ſuch a State? That's a dreadful 
Thought indeed: And yet I fear as to 
any thing J can do for you, it muſt be 
ſo : For it all former Diſcourſes, and 
Pleadings with you have been loſt, 
what can I zow ſay that ſhall move and 
affect you? I have but a very little 
time left to expoſtulate with you : As 
ſoon as the preſent Hour is concluded 
I have done, and muſt commit you to 
the Mercy of God, and thoſe that ſhall 
come after : All that I can now at- 
tempt, will be but juſt to mention 
_ thoſe Heads of Argument which I have 
heretoto:e enlarged upon. If you have 
unconc-rnedly fat under the hearing of 
theſe when more fully explained, and 
enforced, what can 1 expect from the 
meer propoſing of 'em? I have only 
this Encouragement to hope for your 
; g 
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greater Regards, that as I am now 
taking my leave of you, ſo your At- 


tention to what I ſay may be ſtricter, 
and on that account tomeching may fix, 
and abide the longer in your Thoughts: 


If the Spirit of God does but inwardly 


move and work upon your Hearts a 
Hint, a Word will be enough to convert 


a Soul. And O that I might be more 
ſucceſsful in my laſt Attempts, than in 
all former ones! That you, and I may 
not be parted for ever in another World; 
but may meet with Joy, and have oc- 
caſion then to ſpeak of our preſent part- 


ing, and of this very Evening with eter- 


nal Thankfulneſs, and Praiſe. 
HEAR then, and repent while it is 


called to Day, don't harden your 


| Hearts, or ſtop your Ears againſt the 
preſent repeated Invitations of the Go- 
ſpel, as you have done in times paſt. 
GOD calls from Heaven, Turn ye, 


turn ye, for why will ye dye? He of- 


ters you Grace, and Glory ; He has 
told you what a Pleaſure it would be 
to him, to ſee you penitent and ſeri- 
ous. His Holineſs and Hatred of Sin, 
His Faſtice, and Threatnings to puniſh 
it; His Power, whereby he is able to 
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deſtroy both Soul, and Body in Hell 
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His Mercy, and Goodneſs, which pro- 
claims Pardon, and Favour to ſuch as 


Return to Him; do all loudly f. eak 


the Duty, and Advantage of forſaking 
your Sins, and living unto God, Our 
LORD JESUSCHRIST calls to 
you ; and conjures you by his Death, 
and Paſſion, by his Agonies, and Blood 


to repent, and be converted; and tells 
you, that without this all his Sufferings, 


and Merits will not ſave you: He 
oints to his wounded Head, Heart, 


and Side; to his Croſs, his Spear, his 


Crown of Thorns, and by theſe he be- 
ſeeches you to be reconciled to God: 


Again, he points to a Throne of Glory, 


and to the Manſions of Bliſs, and theſe 
he promiſes to give you if you will but 
believein Him, The HOLY GHOST 
is ſtriving in you, and with you, and 
by every Conviction ſpeaks the ſame 
Language. The Bleſſed ANGELS 
are waiting for, and would Rejoyce at 
your Converſion, The SPIRITS 
of JUST MEN made Perfect, are 
now in Raptures, and Exſtaſies, think- 


ing on the time when they were firſt 
perſwaded to Return to the Lord, If 


thels 


theſe things won't affect you, look to 


yonder BURNINGLAKE, whi- 
ther a ſinful Life will lead you, and 
where the way you are walking in ends: 


Can you lye down with thoſe Flames? 


Can you dwell with thoſe Everlaſting 
Burnings? Are all the Cries, and 
Groans, and Terrors of the Damned; 
their weeping, and wailing, and gnaſhing 
their 'ſeeth, nothing to you? Are all 
their wounding Reflections on their 
Folly, and Madneſs in deſpiſing the 


Warnings which you nom have, of no 
weight with you? Are theſe things to 


be ſlept over, or careleſsly attended to? 
If nothing will affect but what's with- 
in the Reach of Senſe, look round thee, 


Sinner, in this W OR LD where thou 


liveſt ! Are all the Tears of GOON 
MEN for thy Sins, their fervent Pray- 
ers, and Cries for thy Converſion, as an 
echpty Sound in thine Ears? Are all 


the BEAT H- BED WARNING8, 


and Terrors of rhoſe that have ſpenc 
their Lives in a Courſe of Sin, of no 
force with thee? Are all the J U D G- 
MENTS of God upon profane im- 
penitent Sinners, contemptible in thy 

Sight? And all his MER CIES in: 
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wards them that fear his Name, in no 
reſpect valuable, and deſireable? Think, 
fooliſh obſtinate Creature, what it is 
all theſe call thee to: It is to thine own 
HAPPINESS, and wilt thou not 
yet be perſwaded ? Muſt I be beat off, 
and repulſed with all theſe Arguments 
in my Mouth? O ungrateful to God, 
and Chriſt, and the Holy Spirit! Un- 
kind, and uncivil to the Meſſengers of 
theſe things! And barbarouſly Cruel to 
thy ſelf! Muſt I be ſent away with a 
final Refuſal, and Denial ? No, I have 
one way more yet left; it the Singer 
will not hear, Lord, I'll look, and pray 
to thee, who can ſt make him hear, and feel, 
and yeild in a Moment ! Thou knoweſt how 
to faſten a Conviction, ſo as that it ſhall ne- 
ver wear off; O glorify the Riches. of thy 
Grace and Power, in making one Soul wil- 
ling this Day; that this may be a time to 
be remembred on that account, But I 
muſt turn my ſelf again to you, that I 
may, e 
8 ECON DLL, Suit my Diſcourſe 
to thoſe who have been under Convicti- 
ons, and have had ſome good Deſigns, 
and Parpoſes form'd in them; but have 
never truly complied with, and acted ace 
„„ ek OO vpraing 
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cording to them. Do you conſider theſe 


Impreſſions as the Beginnings of your 
Salvation; and the Work of that Spirit, 


who hereby offers to conduct you to, 
and make you fit for Heaven, and will 
you ſtifle, and loſe them ? Shall all the 
good Reſolves you have made one time 
after another, only ſerve to be ſo many 


Witneſſes againft you at the laſt Judg- 
ment? Or do you think that theſe alone, 
are ſufficient to ſave you? Be not de- 


ceived, your Conſciences will never be 


put off with empty Promiſes, and in- 


effectual Deſigns, when they come to 
ſpeak out, whatever they may do under 
the Reitraints you have now laid upon 
'em. God will never regard theſe, ex- 
cept it be out of your own Mouths to 
_ condemn you: For to exclaim againſt 


this, and that Courſe of Life you go on 


in; and reſolve againſt Sin when you 
deſign nothing further than to reſolve 


againſt it; is but to do juſt enough to 


accuſe your ſelves at the Bar of God, 
and plead guilty to the Indictment 
dran up againſt you. And, O think 


what a diſmal Day that will be, which 


ſhall preſent you with a full View of 
all your broken falſe Purpoſes ; and of 
ns e the 
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the Convictions which have left you 
incorrigible and unreformed. 
By this time, it may be, ſome that 


have forgot, and worn out a great ma- 


ny very ſtrong and warm Impreſſions, 
are now again purpoſing and reſolving 
in themſelves; their Convictions are 


renewed and revived this Evening 4 
but will you not go away, and ſeek to 


et rid of theſe, as you have done of 


former ones? Is there any Soul that 1 
may be allowed to make Anſwer for, 


and to ſay, that your preſent ſerious 
Thoughts ſhall not be ſuppreſſed, and 
diſcouraged as thoſe heretofore have 
been? Sure I may ſuppoſe it the 


Language of ſome one Perſon in this 


Aſſembly, I am nom more perſwaded, and 
determined than ever; from this Moment 
T will ſet my ſelf to ſeek, and to ſerve the 
Lord: If I do herein ſpeak the Senſe of 


any, let me urge the Matter further; 
and again ask, Will you hold to this, 
and be as good as your Word ? Pardon 
me if 1 know not how to truſt you; 


there is abundant Reaſon to be jealous 


of you; yea methinks: you ſhould be 
afraid of truſting your ſelves; who 
have ſo often been like a deceitful Bow 


that 
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that flips the String, and drops the Ar- 
row at your Foot, when it ſhould carry 
it to the deſigned Mark. God himſelf 
ſpeaks of ſuch Perſons as you are, like 
one that knows not what to do with 
you; O Ephraim, what ſhall T do anto 
thee? O Judah, what ſhall I do unto 
thee K? If you ſearch into the Occaſion 
of God's thus Reaſoning with himſelf, 
you will find it exactly your own Caſe « 
even the Treachery of thoſe, who ſome- 
times ſeem for a little to be good, but 
their Goodneſs is as the Morning-Cload, 
and as the early Dew it paſſeth away : They 
begin by fits and ſtarts to ſeek the Lord, 
but they will not follow on, to know him; 
and fo deal deceitfully with him. Now 
we may ſuppoſe God (to ſpeak after 
the manner of Men) thus arguing over 
ſach ; “ O Soul, how ſhall I deal with 
„ thee ? Shall I utterly forſake, and a- 
“ bandon thee ? Shall I now cut thee 
« off, and deftroy thee? This I am not 
4 willing to do, becauſe there ſeems to 
be ſomething of Good in thee? But 
4 ſhall I ſpare, and try thee longer? 
„ Alaſs! I have done it fo often upon 
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« thy fair Offers, and Promiſes, which 
e have all come to nothing, that there 
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Me 


—— 


« js no Reaſon to think thou wilt 


O!]! dare not any more to prove falſe, 


and perfidious, leaft this ſhould be the 


laſt time that God will thus ſtrive with 
you: For conſider this, that every ſti- 


fled Conviction leaves you more ſtubborn, 
and hard to be wrought upon; while 
the Operations, and Influences of the 


Spirit are weakned alſo by every Re- 


ſiſtance. Generally ſpeaking, thole Per- 
ſons who, after great Struggles and 


Debates in themſelves betwixt Conſci- 


ence and Corruption, continue impeni- 


PI 


ce prove thy ſelf ſincere: What ſhall 1 
“ dounto thee? - 5 


tent and unreformed, do in the end be- 


come the moſt profligate notorious Sin- 
ners: But if you ſhould be brought to 
Repentance hereafter, you will find 
this a very wounding, afflicting Thought 


above all others, that you have ſo often 
quench'd the Spirit, and broke through 
your ſolemn Purpoſes, and Reſolves: I 


could in this very Place point to a re- 
markable Inſtance, and Witneſs of this. 
Theſe things Lleave with you, as ſome 
of the moſt important, and affecting 1 
0 


1 han, 


* 


could think of, that are pertinent, and 
ſuitable to your Caſe. 

THIRDLY, I would ſhut up all 
in a few Words to thoſe of you, who are 
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ſo far advanced as to make an outward. 


Profeſſion of Religion; and have ſeem- 


ingly devoted your ſelves to the Service 


of Chrift, It was for your ſakes I choſe 
the Text I have been inſiſting on, and 


have ſuited my Diſcourſe all along to 


your Caſe. I ſhall not here repeat any 
thing that has been ſaid ; but deſire you 


would look back to thoſe Admonitions 


under the ſecond General, and make 
them all your own by a particular Appli- 
cation of them to your ſelves, as if here 
more - diſtinctly. appropriated and ad- 


dreſs d to you. Only to theſe I ſhall 


now add the following Directions as ne- 


eeſſary to be obſerved in looking to your 


ſelves, that you may not loſe what is wrought 
in jou: Theſe I leave with you as my 
laſt Advice from God, and the beſt I 
am capable of giving you. 


(I.) BEWARE of prixing too highiy 


the things of this World, There is no- 
thing more evidently the Deſign of 
Chriſtianity than this, to raiſe our Ex- 
pectations above all zerporal Fj, 
an 
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and to greaten our Souls above all tem- 
poral Calamities. Chriſt's obliging his 
firſt: Followers to for ſake all actually, that 
they might be his Diſciples, undouht: 
edly proves the Neceſſity of our forſa. 
king all intentionalh, and if called to it 
when we promiſe to follow him. The 
true Genius of a Chriſtian is to eſteem all 
worldly things juſt as they tend to promote 
the Glory of the Great God, and the eter. 
nal Welfare of his Soul, and no other- 
wiſe, But where only the Hopes of pre- 
ſent Proſperity, or the Fears of preſent 
Adverſity put us upon profeſſing our 
ſelves the Diſciples of Chri#t, we ſhall 
be as ready on the Account of theſe to 
renounce our Profeſſion, as we are to 
tale it up. DEMAS hath forſaken me, 
ſays the Apoſtle, having loved this preſent 
World *. An unreaſonable Fear of Po- 
verty, or any other worldly Evil, and 
_ an ambitious Thirſt after Honour, and 
great things here, will ſoon betray us 
into the ways of Sin, and Falſhood; 
and ſo we ſhall ſhamefully end in the 
Fleſh, after we have ſeemingly begun in 
the Spirit +. *Tis therefore neceſſary 
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* 2 Tim. iv. 10. + Gal. ii. 2. 
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to your Safety, and Progreſs in that 


which is good, that you ſhould careful- 
ly ſubdue, and watch againft all eager 


Deſires after, and ſollicitous perplexing 
Fears of loſing preſent Enjoy ments . 


Take care that you do not too highly vas 
lue theſe things; and then the Gain of 
'em will neither unduly ift you up, to 
forget God, and your preſent Intentions ; 


nor the Loſs of 'em diſcourage you in, 


and unſit you for your Duty. 


(2.) AVOID, as much as you can, 


all Occaſions of Sinning. Don't be too 


forward to venture your ſelves in thoſe 


Places, or amongſt thoſe Perſons that 
may prove a Share to you. Let not a 


vain Conceit of your own Strength, or 


an ungrounded Dependance on Divine 
Grace, and Aſiſtance, ever carry you 
preſumptuouſly within the Reach of 


Temptation. And when at any time 


you are forced into the midft of Dan- 
ger, be ſure to keep your ſelves under 
_ the ſtricteſt Watch. If you once begin 


13 2 


— — n — 
— 


KRectius vives, Licini, neque Altum 
Semper urgendo; neque, dum procellas 
Cautus horreſcis, nimium præmendo. To 

Littus Iniquum, Hor. Lib. x. Ode 10. 
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to look upon the Occaſions, and Oppor- 
tunities of Singing with Familiarity, 


and Pleaſure, you will find your ſelves 


carry'd by degrees from that Rectitude 
and Uprightneſs which the Fear of the. 
Lord would preſerve you in. We uſu- 
ally ſee thoſe Who are beſt able to with. 
ſtand a Temptation moſt careful to avoid 


One: And how ever your Con fidence im- 


proves, you have Reaſon to ſuſpect 


your Wiſdom, and your Grace declines 
when you grow bold, and free with 


any thing that has an apparent Tendency 
to draw you from your Integrity. You 
cannot ſay to a Temptation,  Hitherto 
ſhalt thou go, and no further; but little 


Compliances make way for larger, and 


ſo you are ſometimes from ſmall Begin- 


ages, Let Corruptions within you, let 


Friends about you, plead the Lawful- 


neſs of this and the other Indulgencs 
of Senſe, and the Body never ſo much; 
yet if you have been drawa into Sin by 
What they invite you to, you ought to 
reſiſt the Perſwaſions, and abſtain from 


it. Good Men have in all Ages found 
it neceſſary to deny themſelves even 
ſome things that might be lamful, there- 
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ſurprizea, and drawn into Evil, let yo 
Repentance, and Return to your Duty be 


4 ſpeedy & poffivie. The longer you go 


on in 2 State of Inſenſibility, the fur- 


and 
penitent, the Spirit of God-is with- 
Irawn from you, and the Devil takes 


that Advantage to hurry into one Sin 
alter another, that he may drive us as far 
as he can from God, and from a Diſpo- 
ſition to return to him. Such was the 


Apoſtacy of David; Not Repenting 


immediately after his committing Adul. 
tery with Bathſbeba; He next contrives 
to murder Urias; And theſe Sins one af- 
ter another ſo ſtupified his Conſcience, 
and provoked the Divine Spirit, that 
he was left to go on in a declining State 
for a conſiderable time together ; and 


if God had not by an extraordinary Meſ- 


ſage * from himſelf brought him to a 
Senſe of his Condition, he ſeems to 
have been in very great danger of loſing. 
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(3) WHEN at any time you arg 
your- 
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i all that had been wrought in him. Tis 
| 7 worth our obſerving, that. in the Chri- 
_ tian Armour there is no Back-Plate; no 


Defence or Security, if once we begin 
to flee, but we are driven before our 
ſpiritual Enemies, till we face em a- 
gain; and then we are compleatly armed 
Roc Head to Foot *, with ſuch Armour 
as is Proof againſt all the fiery Darts of 
the Devil. Thoſe that are in the way 

to Heaven are aptly enough compared 
to the Angels on Jacob's Ladder , all 
either aſcending, or deſcending; none 
ſtanding ſtill: If once we ſlip, and loſe 
our Ground, we ſhall continue falling 
lower and lower, till we Recover, and 
Riſe again, Don't therefore put off 
for a Day, no not for a Moment, your 
Repentance after the Commiſſion of a- 
ny Sin that Conſcience ſmites, and re- 
bukes you for ; but while your Hearts 
are tender, and while your Tranſgreſſi- 
on appears in all its aggravating Cir- 
cumitances, humble your ſelves before 
God for it, and immediately again ſet 
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about your Duty, Thus inſtead: of lo- 
ſing what you have gained, your very 
Falls will be a Means to make you rife 
the higher; and your very Slips will 
make you walk more watchfully, and 

ſteddily. Don't be diſcouraged when 
you find your ſelves overtaten with a 
Temptation ; for if your Hearts and your 
Courage fail, you will preſently give up 
all, and fo loſe what you have attained: 
But up again, and ſtrive, and pray with 
greater Earneſtneſs, and Vigour, and 
in a little time you ſhall be Conquerors 
___ „ 
(.) AIM at ſomething Eminent, and 
Exemplary in the Practice of Religion. 
Don't think it enough that you are not 
ſo bad, as the wor#, but ſtrive to equal, 
yea exceed the bet. Let not the Negli- 
gence of any make you remiſs, but ra- 
ther let your Devotion warm, and fire 
the Breaſts of others. Live and act as 
_ thoſe that reckon it the higheſt Ad- 
vancement to be called the Servants of 
God; and that eſteem it their greateſt 
Honour to promote his Glory in the 
World. This will make you Bleſſings 
1n the Places where you live, and will 
Word the trueſt Pleaſure, and Sa- 
tisfaction 
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" _ tisfaQtion to your Souls ||. Look to thoſe 
that have been famous in the foregoin 
Age, for their publick Uſefulneſs a 
Zeal inthe Things of God; whoſe Me. 
mory is yet precious, and bleſſed a. 
mongſt the Saints; And ſtrive to rife 
up in their Place and Stead to adorn 
your Profeſſion, and to ſerve your Ge- 
neration by the ſame Great Acts of Pie- 
ty, and Holineſs. Thus by im roving 
you will be effectually ſecured from 4. 
_ ſing the things you have gained. 
. LASTLY, Take heed of rehing 
upon your owz Parpoſes or Endeavour 
while you comply with theſe Injundtions, 
You ought to Look to yoar ſelves, but by 
no means to Truſt to your ſelves. It is by 
Faith alone that we ſtand *, and by a 
continued Communication of Grace, 
and Strength from Jeſus Chriſt as our 
vital Head, that we are preſerved from 
falling. Let us ſincerely commit our 
Souls to him in well-doing, and wemay 
depend upon it that he will bring as to 
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Glory, Honour, and Immortality ? Of our 


is in every, Trial, and Condition ſafe 


ficient for us r. Let the Iron be hung 


up in the Air within the Embraces and 


Influences of the Loadſtone, and it is ſe- 
cure from falling; but let it for a Mo- 
ment be ſeparated from it, and its ows 
Weight, and natural Motion will im- 
mediately carry it to the Ground: So 


our Hearts will eaſily bear ap againſt 
the Attractions of Earth as long as they 
are draws, and upheld by Grace from a- 
love; but let us once forfeit, and loſe 


that, and our own zatural Propenſions 


will preſently ſint us. As long there- 
fore as we keep cloſe to Chriſt; and 


maintain our Confidence, and Faith in 
him by a careful and conſcientious Per- 
formance of every known Duty, we are 
ſafe, but no longer ||. Such as are thus 
devoted to him, he is interceding for 
the Preſervation of, and therefore no 
doubt but they ſhall be ſecure. Holy 
Father, keep through thine own Name thoje 
whom thou haſt given me, that they may be 
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one as) we are *. In ile Lord we have. 


Righteouſneſs, and Strength u The one 
for our W in the Sight of God; 
the other for our Aiſtance againſt all 
our Enemies: So that tho our Caſe be 
dangerous enough to awaken our Con- 
cern and Vigilance, yet tis hopeful e · 
nough to encourage againſt all Deſpon- 
dency, and Diſtruſt. TINT 
|| Now anto him that is able to keep you 
from falling; and to preſent you faultleſs 
before the Preſence of his Glory with ex. 
ceeding Joy: To the only wiſe God, our Sa. 


wiour, be Glory, and Majeſty, Dominion, 


and Pomer, both now, and ever, Amen. 
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